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SUBJECT:PHILIPPINE BASE NEGOTIATIONS 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ARTICLE BY JAY MATHEWS WHICH 
APPEARED IN WASHINGTON POST JANUARY 25, 1977: 

QUOTE: PHILIPPINES PRESIDENT FERDINAND E. MARCOS SAID TODAY 
HE WILL SEEK A CLEARER PLEDGE FROM PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER 
AND THE NEW U.S. CONGRESS FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE PHILIP 
PINES FROM ATTACK AS PART OF A NEW BASES AGREEMENT. 

MARCOS INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT HE WAS WILLING TO GIVE 
CARTER PLENTY OF TIME TO WORK OUT HIS POLICY TOWARD FUTURE 
U.S. USE OF THE HUGE CLARK AIR BASE AND SUBIC NAVAL BASE 
NORTH OF HERE. "I DON'T THINK IT'S SEEMLY FOR THE 
PHILIPPINES TO RUSH IN WHEN THE PRESIDENT IS BARELY GETTING 
ACQUAINTED WITH HIS NEW HOME," MARCOS SAID IN AN INTERVIEW. 

MARCOS' RENEWED EMPHASIS ON THE NEED FOR STRONG DEFENSE 
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COMMITMENTS FROM WASHINGTON COMES AFTER NEGOTIATIONS OVER 
THE BASES BROKE DOWN IN DECEMBER. A TENTATIVE PACT APPAR 
ENTLY FELL THROUGH WHEN MARCOS INSISTED THAT U.S. PAYMENT 
FOR THE BASES BE CONSIDERED RENT, RATHER THAN MILITARY AND 
ECONOMIC AID SUBJECT TO REDUCTIONS BY CONGRESS. 

SOURCES CLOSE TO MARCOS SAY HE IS CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT 
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MILITARY SUPPORT HE MIGHT EXPECT FROM THE U.S. FORCES AT 
THE TWO BASES IF POTENTIALLY OIL-RICH ISLANDS IN THE 
SPRATLY CHAIN CLAIMED BY MANILA WERE ATTACKED BY A 
NEIGHBORING POWER SUCH AS VIETNAM. UP TO NOW, WASHINGTON 
HAS DECLINED TO TAKE SIDES IN THE DISPUTE AMONG THE 
PHILIPPINES, VIETNAM AND CHINA OVER OWNERSHIP OF SEVERAL 
SOUTH CHINA SEA ISLANDS. 

THE EXISTING U.S.-PHILIPPINES MUTUAL DEFENSE PACT SAYS 
THAT WASHINGTON WILL ACT IN EVENT OF AN ATTACK ON THE 
PHILIPPINES "IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROCESSES." "WE WANT TO KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THAT MEANS," 
MARCOS SAID. "DOES IT MEAN THAT IF WE ARE UNDER ATTACK... 
THERE WOULD BE A LONG DELAY BEFORE ANY SUCCOR, ANY HELP 
WOULD COME TO THE PHILIPPINES, AS HAPPENED IN THE CASE OF 
THE FIGHTING ON BATAAN?" 

THE REFERENCE TO THE U.S. DECISION TO ABANDON THE PHILIP- 
PINES TO THE JAPANESE AT THE BEGINNING OF WORLD WAR H 
REFLECTS ONE OF THE MORE BITTER MEMORIES FILIPINOS HAVE 
OF THEIR LONG RELATIONSHIP AS A FORMER COLONY AND COMMON- 
WEALTH OF THE UNITED STATES. 

MARCOS HAS THREATENED AS RECENTLY AS JANUARY 8 TO BREAK 
ALL MILITARY TIES WITH THE UNITED STATES. TODAY HE 
SOFTENED THE THREAT A BIT, SAYING HE WAS HEARING CON- 
FLICTING ARGUMENTS FROM HIS ADVISERS. 

"THERE ARE THOSE WHO PROPOSE THAT THE BASES BE TERMINATED 
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BECAUSE THEY ARE MERELY AN ATTRACTION TO A PREEMPTIVE 
NUCLEAR STRIKE ON THE PERIMETER OF THE DEFENSES OF THE 
UNITED STATES," HE SAID. "AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO OF 
COURSE PROPOSE WE SHOULD ANTICIPATE NOT A NUCLEAR WAR BUT 
A CONVENTIONAL WAR, IN WHICH CASE THE BASES WOULD BE 
VALUABLE." 

MARCOS SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHEN THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION 
WANTED TO RESUME THE BASES TALKS. HE DENIED RUMORS THAT 
HE WAS PLANNING TO BRING THE AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON 
EDUARDO ROMUALDEZ BACK TO A MANILA CABINET POST AND RE- 
PLACE HIM WITH THE FORMER PRESIDENTIAL EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
ALEJANDRO MELCHOR, WHO WAS A MIDSHIPMAN WITH CARTER AT 
ANNAPOLIS. 

U.S. OFFICIALS HAVE TENDED TO WRITE OFF MARCOS’ THREATS TO 
CLOSE THE BASES AS A NEGOTIATING PLOY TO WIN A BIGGER 
ANNUAL PAYMENT, OR AT LEAST TO KEEP WASHINGTON'S ATTENTION 
FROM WANDERING TO MORE TROUBLESOME PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
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MARCOS TODAY SAID HE EXPECTED THE U.S. SIDE TO TAKE SUCH 
AN ATTITUDE "AS PART OF THE NEGOTIATIONS," BUT ADDED THAT 
"THE HARDHEADED REALIZATION THAT THE WORLD HAS CHANGED 
SHOULD COME TO THE UNITED STATES NOW AND TO THE LEADERSHIP 
OF THE UNITED STATES." 

BOTH SIDES SEEMED IN AGREEMENT IN DECEMBER ON A U.S. PAY- 
MENT OF DOLS 1 BILLION TO THE PHILIPPINES OVER FIVE YEARS, 

ABOUT TWICE WHAT WASHINGTON PAYS NOW. U.S. MILITARY 
OFFICERS CONTINUE TO OBJECT TO PAYING THE MONEY AS RENT 
WHEN THEY CONSIDER THE OASES AS AN AID TO THE DEFENSE OF 
THE PHILIPPINES. THERE IS LESS SYMPATHY FOR THE PENTAGON'S 
VIEW ON THIS MATTER IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND THE 
CONGRESS, HOWEVER. 
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MARCOS' INSISTENCE ON A STRICTER DEFINITION OF THE U.S. 

DEFENSE COMMITMENT STILL PRESENTS A PROBLEM, SINCE THE 
CONGRESS AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE SHIED AWAY FROM SUCH 
COMMITMENTS THAT COULD BRING ON ANOTHER VIETNAM-TYPE 
INVOLVEMENT. 

THERE HAS ALSO BEEN SOME DEBATE WITHIN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
OVER THE USEFULNESS OF THE PHILIPPINES BASES, THE LAST 
MAJOR U.S. MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

SUBIC REMAINS AN IMPORTANT FUELING AND REPAIR STOP, BUT 
SINCE THE FALL OF VIETNAM CLARK HAS BEEN DESCRIBED BY ONE 
SENATOR AS A "BASE IN SEARCH OF A MISSION." SOME DIPLO- 
MATS HAVE SCOFFED AT NEW EFFORTS TO DESCRIBE IT AS AN 
IMPORTANT BACKUP TO U.S. FORCES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, OR 
EVEN THE MIDDLE EAST. END QUOTE. 
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